
August 21, 1957 

Dear Miss Hawkins, 

This  is in confirmation o f  our  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  on the  evening of 
August 15. I am now i n  a p o s i t i o n  to make you a d e f i n i t e  offer. 

The job i n  q u e s t i o n  is  t h a t  of Pedigree- t racer  ("pedigree super- 
v i sor"  might be an a p p r o p r i a t e  c e s i y n a t i o n  e v e n t u a l l y )  i n  t h e  Div is ion  of 
Medical Genetics of the  Department of Medicine, Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y  
School of Medicine. There w i l l  be a f a c u l t y  appointment of a s s i s t a n t  i n  
medicine associated w i t h  the job i n  t h e  bedinning. (This  is, of c o u r s z  
s u b j e c t  tcs the approval  of D r .  A.M. Harvey anti the Advisory Board of the 
Medical School, b u t  no d i f f i c u l t y  is a n t i c i p a t e d . )  The beginning s a l a r y  
w i l l  >e $4833. p e r  annum. The p o s i t i o n  will provide yo& w i t h  the  u s u a l  
frin6e b e n e f i t s  of a f a c u l t y  appointment i n  a p r i v 3 t e  u n i v e r s i t y ;  such 
as one month's vacat ion.  

You have expressed  an i n t e r e s t  i n  g i v i n g  t h e  job a one-year 's  
t r i a l ;  I aoultl l i k e  t o  take you on w i t h  a s i m i l d r  agreement, vamely, 
that  i f  the arrangement is n o t  mutual ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y  i t  can te rmina te  
a t  t he  end of the y e a r  on t h e  r e q u e s t  of e i t h e r  par ty .  

If the arrangement is s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  you can p l a n  t o  g e t  f u r t h e r  
s tudy,  beginning the  second year ,  and work par t - t ime i n  the same c a p a c i t y  
i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of aedicial  Genet ics .  Candidature  fo r  M.S. from t h e  
Cepartment of Biology u s i n g  a human Genet ics  problem for  your thesis would 
be p r a c t i c a b l e ,  f b e l i e v e ,  

I ani i n  charge of the  teaching  of P r e v e n t i v e  Medicine i n  t h e  
Medical School. More accurately s t a t e o ,  Prevent ive  Medicine is to be 
taught  i n  the f u t u r e  by a c o o p e r a t i v e  e f fo r t  between t h e  Departments of 
Medicine and Pediatrics. I aa i n  charge of the Department of Medicine 's  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  this j o i n t  e f for t ;  D r .  Barton Chi lds ,  who as you probably 
know is  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Medical u e n e t i c s ,  is  t h e  Pedia t r ics  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  
This r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  has only  r e c e n t l y  been t h r u s t  upon u s  and i t  is una 
decided what the  p r e c i s e  na tuze  of t he  i n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  be d u r i n g  t h e  
coming year.  We have a v a i l a b l e  to u s  Thursday and Saturday mornin,,s 
9 - 12. I have proposed u s e  of Thursday morning for a F a m i l y  C l i n i c  i n  
the Medicine I area. T h i s  has n o t  been rece ived  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  i n  a l l  
q u a r t e r s ,  so t h a t  what i f  anyth ing  w i l l  be cone t h i s  f i r s t  year is undecided. 



I plan t o  see  that  you have a t  least  a small o f f i c e  i n  t he  
p r e s e n t  Medicine I area. C l e r i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  you 
f o r  correspondence and f o r  t yp ing  of the  pedigree  informat ion  you c o l l e c t .  

The primary j o b  w i l l  c o n s i s t  of c o l l e c t i n g  ex tens ive  informat ion  
on members of f a m i l i e s  of persons w i t h  v a r i o u s  hereditary d i s e a s e s ,  No 
p a r t i c u l a r  ethno-socio-economic stratum w i l l  be picked o u t  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  
s tudy;  however, because of the economic effects  of  chronic  i l l n e s s  due t o  
hereditary disease t h e r e  w i l l  be a moderate preponderance o f  poorer classes. 
The j o b  w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  the use  of a car, which you can provide,  I under- 
s t and ,  and f o r  which you w i l l  be reimbursed on a mileage basis. 
s tud ied  may be r e s i d i n g  anywhere i n  the s t a t e ;  however, t he  ma jo r i ty  w i l l  be 
i n  t h e  me t ropo l i t an  area of the  c i t y .  

The f a m i l i e s  

I want t o  p o i n t  ou t  t ha t  t he  main f u n c t i o n  o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  is 
research;  teachint i  is a secondary f u n c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  f i r s t  year. 
t h a t  i n  the f u t u r e  the two f u n c t i o n s  w i l l  be equa l  s i n c e  a t  t h a t  time you 

I envisage 

w i l l  be i n  charge  of pedigree- t rac ing ,  w i l l  be r e spons ib l e  f o r  the t r a c i n g  
done by t h e  var ious  s t u d e n t s  and t r a i n e e s  i n  the L iv i s ion ,  and w i l l  teach 
them t h e  techniques  you w i l l  have learned.  I t  i s  my i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  P t  
least  even tua l ly  your s t a t u s  would be t h a t  of c o l l a b o r a t o r  on research 
problems. He would hope t h a t  you would d e r i v e  p l easu re  from seeing worth 
while r e sea rch  i n  medical  Genet ics  turned ou t ,  as w e l l  as  from l e a r n i n g  
more about  an  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  s t i m u l a t i n g  f i e l d  which is  rap id ly  blossoming 
fo r th  a t  the  aioment. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  tc b a s i c  in format ion  on a l l  c l o s e  r e l a t i v e s  ( b i r t h d a t e ,  
date  o f  death, res idence ,  medical  information,  etc.),,you w i l l  be expected 
t o  sea rch  o u t  and a b s t r a c t  p e r t i n e n t  hospital and phys ic i ans '  records ,  
o b t a i n  death c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  etc. I t  wi l l ,  o fcourse ,  be necessary  t o  b r i e f  
you on the p a r t i c u l a r  type o f  medical  in format ion  d e s i r e d  i n  each case. 
The best  approach for o b t a i n i n g  the  r a p p o r t  and coopecat ion o f  t h e  fami ly  
w i l l  need t o  be c a r e f u l l y  cons idered  i n  each  in s t ance .  

D r .  Raymond P e a r l  c o l l e c t e d  ex tens ive  f a m i l y  d a t a  39-49 y e a r s  ago. 
These d a t a ,  which have l a i d  f a l l o w  all these years ,  I hope t o  g e t  hold of 
and as the oppor tun i ty  pe rmi t s  b r ing  u p  to d a t e  w i t h  u s e f u l  results.  

I n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  c o l l e c t i o n  of u r i n e  o r  blood samples from 
members of f a d l i e s  w i l l  be p a r t  o f  t h e  job. bventua l ly  i t  would be my 
p lan  to  make the pedigree- t rac ing  f a c i l i t i e s  of t h i s  D iv i s ion  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  members of the Uepartment o f  Medicine w i t h  pedigrees  t o  be t raced.  
However, t h e  unders tanding  would be tha t  I would have t o  g i v e  the OK to 
t ak ing  on of such work. 

S ince  r e l y  , 

Vic to r  A. McKusick, M.D. 
Assoc ia t e  P r o f e s s o r  ' o f  Medicine 
Ch ie f ,  D iv i s ion  of  Medical Gene t i c s  



P.S.: Enclosed are: 1) some genet i c s  reprints .  Perhaps you can g e t  
hold of my monograph e n t i t l e d  Heritable Disorders 
of Connective Tissue.  

2 )  a l ist  of some pedigrees which I am anxious to  
g e t  traced i n  the near future. 


